

FRIENDSHIP WITHOUT BORDERS

GCO'S MOUNTAIN CAMP 

Camp Session 1:  July 6-16, 2008 (volunteers arrive July3)
Camp Session 2:  July 20-30, 2008 (volunteers arrive July 17)
GENERAL INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE GCO 2008 VOLUNTEERS:

Application fee:  $35, due at time application is submitted.

Application due date:  May I, 2008

Program fee:  The program fee is $1550 for each volunteer.  In addition to this program fee, volunteers cover their own transportation costs to and from camp.  

Interviews:  Applicants are interviewed in-person and/or via phone within two weeks of submitting an application.

Deposit:  Within ten days of notification of acceptance to the program, accepted volunteers send a $550 deposit to GCO office.   Proof of medical coverage abroad must accompany the deposit.

Fundraising:   Many volunteers engage in fund-raising to pay for their program and transportation fees. All applicants will be provided with a Fundraising Manual to assist them in these efforts.

Final Payments:  The balance of $1000 is due to the GCO office no later than June 1, 2008.

Pre-Camp Volunteer Training and Planning:  All volunteers, in-country and international, will meet at our Mountain Retreat for three days for team-building, orientation, training and camp planning, prior to the arrival of the campers.

Location/lodging:  Photos of the Mountain Retreat can be viewed on our website:  www.globalchild.org 

Departure:  At the conclusion of camp, volunteers are responsible for arranging their own transportation departing from Sarajevo.  In past years, many of our volunteers have been interested in traveling locally in the Balkans, and/or extending their trip with some travel time in Europe either prior to or after camp.  GCO travel mentors will be available to help you consider possibilities for post camp travel, suggested options and general travel advice.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Complete the application and supporting documents below and send to the GCO office in Los Angeles, along with the $35 application fee (payable to Global Children's Organization) and a letter of recommendation via:

Post                                                                                                      FAX

Global Children’s Organization 




(213) 389-1237

3580 Wilshire Blvd. #1800

OR
Los Angeles, CA 90010
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VOLUNTEER APPLICATION FORM-2008
          Camp Session 1:   July 6-16, 2008    (volunteers arrive July 3)


_____Camp Session 2:   July 20-30, 2008 (volunteers arrive July 17)

NAME:_____________________________________________________AGE:_____SEX:____

DATE OF BIRTH: _________________________COUNTRY OF BIRTH: ________________________                                                


Permanent Address Information:
STREET:                                                                                                                                                               
CITY:  __________________________________ STATE: _______________________  ZIP:___________           
HOME PHONE:__________________EMAIL:_________________________________________________                                          

FAX:___________________________________  CELL:_________________________________________                                                  
(If applicable: High School/College Attending:__________________________________________________)                                                
 
FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS (Complete in addition to above section)
Please indicate your address, phone, and email at college

_______________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Reachable at the above address until:_____________________________                                     
 
Please place an "X" after any of the SPECIAL SKILLS you have:
Medical____Theater____ Certified Lifeguard____  Arts & Crafts____  Outdoor Sports____          

Music and Dance_____Education_____ Community Building/Group Games_____  Other____                                          

LANGUAGE ABILITY Please mark with an "X" the languages you speak well: 
English_____ Croatian/Bosnian/Serbian_____ German _____ French_____ Other__________                                   

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS (Attach additional sheets, if necessary)
Why would you like to volunteer with GCO and what would you hope to gain from this experience?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What experience do you have working with children?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

What experience do you have traveling abroad?____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

If selected as a GCO volunteer, what personal talents and interests would you most like to have a chance to use and develop at camp?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Name:____________________________________Today's Date: ________________
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VOLUNTEER AGREEMENT CONSENT
LIABILITY & WAIVER RELEASE FORM (3 PAGES)  
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
n 
Volunteer agrees to volunteer services for the full and complete duration of the camp program and participate in all camp activities following the camp schedule. 
n 
The primary concern of each and every volunteer is the health and safety of the children at camp. 
n 
The Volunteer is expected to be with the children and accessible to their needs. 
n 
The Volunteer is expected to behave in an exemplary and competent manner at all times. 
n 
The Volunteer shall honor the laws, rules, and regulations of the host country. 
n 
The Volunteer is prohibited from using foul or abusive language around or to the children. 
n 
The use of tobacco products is prohibited inside the campgrounds except for those areas designated for the exclusive use by the Volunteers. 
n 
The use and consumption of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited. This policy will be strictly enforced and any violation of this policy will subject the Volunteer to immediate expulsion from the camp. 
n 
A Volunteer’s failure to behave in accordance with these and any such policies as GCO may adopt will result in immediate termination of services and expulsion from the camp. 
TRAVEL RESPONSIBILITIES
n 
Volunteer acknowledges that it is his/her sole responsibility to provide and pay for his/her own travel expenses to the GCO campsite, including travel fares, meals, lodging, and incidental expenses to travel. 
n 
Each volunteer is solely responsible for his/her travel after leaving the campsite to travel in other countries or states in the region. 
CANCELLATION AND REFUND
n 
GCO reserves the right to cancel any of the camp programs at any time. In such event, GCO will refund to Volunteer the full Camp Counselor fees, minus the $35 application fee. 
GOVERNING LAW
n 
This Agreement, the Camp Counselor Volunteer Consent and Release Agreement and Medical Authorization Agreement shall be governed by, construed and enforced, and the legality and validity of each term and condition shall be determined in accordance with the internal, substantive laws of the State of California applicable to agreements fully executed and performed entirely in California. 
n 
In the event suit is instituted against any party to this Agreement or any other Agreements with GCO, the sole jurisdiction and venue for such action shall be the superior or Municipal Courts of the County of Los Angeles, State of California. 
n 
I have carefully read this Agreement and fully understand its content and agree to abide by its terms and conditions. 
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n 
I _________________________, acknowledge that I am in good health, with no present medical or psychiatric conditions that would prevent my full participation as GCO volunteer. 
n 
I have my own health insurance, travel insurance and I will purchase my round-trip airline ticket to and from the camp location in Bosnia. 
n 
I will hold Global Children’s Organization, its board, officers, and employees harmless from any and all injuries, accidents, or losses that may befall me whether from natural or manmade causes, foreseeable or unforeseeable, expected or unexpected. 
n 
I assume full responsibility for my own safety, health, and well-being during my flights and/or other travel to and from any residence, my time in Bosnia and other countries on my way to and from the camp and at camp itself. 
n 
In the event of an accident or costs, expenses, or any damages whatsoever, I shall not seek compensation in any way or seek any legal redress claim or action, causes of action or costs from Global Children’s Organization, its board, officers, or employees or individually or be entitled to any attorney’s fees that may accrue from any claim arising out of any accident during July/August 2006 or on any other dates relating to my travel from home until I return home. 
n 
The undersigned further declares and represents that no promise, inducement or agreement not herein expressed has been made to the undersigned, and that this Release & Waiver contains the entire agreement between the parties hereto, and that the terms of this Release & Waiver are contractual and not mere recital. 
n 
In consideration of my rights as a Volunteer Camp Counselor at the Global Children’s Organization (“GCO”) summer camp program for children, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, I hereby acknowledge and agree to the provisions of this Consent and Release form as follows:
VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION
n 
I acknowledge that I am volunteering to be a Camp Counselor at the GCO summer camp for children in: 
___Session 1:  July 6-16,2008 (volunteers arrive July3)
___Session 2:  July20-30, 2008 (volunteers arrive July 17)

ASSUMPTION OF RISK
n 
I am aware that the job of camp counselor may be a hazardous activity. I am voluntarily participating in this activity with knowledge of the danger involved and hereby agree to accept any and all risks of injury associated therewith including, but not limited to, personal injury, bodily injury, or death. 
RELEASE
n 
As consideration for being permitted to be a Volunteer Camp Counselor by GCO, their respective officers, directors, agents, and employees (individually and collectively referred to herein as “Releasees”), I hereby agree that I, my assignees, heirs, distributees, guardians, and legal representatives will not make a claim against, sue or attach the property or make any other demand on Releasees or any of their affiliated organizations for injury or damage resulting from negligence or other acts, how so ever caused, by any employee, agent, or contractor of Releasees or any of their affiliated organizations as a result of my participation as a Volunteer Camp Counselor. I hereby release Releasees and any of their affiliated organizations from all actions, claims, or demands that I, my assignees, heirs, distributees, guardians, and legal representatives now have or may hereafter have for injury or damage resulting from my participation as a Volunteer Camp Counselor. 
KNOWING AND VOLUNTARY EXECUTION
I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS CONSENT AND RELEASE AND FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS CONTENTS. I AM AWARE THAT THIS IS A RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND A CONTRACT BETWEEN MYSELF AND RELEASEES AND/OR AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS AND SIGN THIS OF MY OWN FREE WILL.

___________________________________ __________________________________ _______________
Volunteer Signature                                      Volunteer Print Name


Date
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Guardian Consent – (For Volunteers Under Age 18)

I have read this Volunteer Agreement Consent and Release Form and discussed with and explained its meaning to ______________________________ (the applicant). I hereby approve and agree to _______________________’s participation as a Volunteer Camp Counselor at the GCO camp in accordance with the terms of this Volunteer Agreement Consent and Release and agree to the terms and conditions of the Consent and Release.
________________________________ __________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                      Parent/Guardian Print Name

________________________________ __________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                      Parent/Guardian Print Name

__________________
Date
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GLOBAL CHILDREN’S ORGANIZATION TC \l5 "
MEDICAL RELEASE AND WAIVER (1 PAGE)

I,  _________________________________ , have the following conditions:

Allergies: _____________________________________________________________________

Medical or psychological conditions(s): _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Medications I am taking:_________________________________________________________

Insurance Company: _________________________    Policy Number: ____________________

Physician Name: ____________________________    Physician Phone: ___________________

I hold Global Children’s Organization, its officers, members of its board, or employees harmless from any conditions or problems arising from the above.

________________________________   _________________________________ _______

 Signature of Volunteer                               Print Name of Volunteer                             Date

For volunteers under age 18:

I am the parent/guardian of _______________________________________________________

who was born on ___________________________.

I hereby authorize the Directors of Global Children’s Organization summer camp in which my child is a Volunteer Camp Counselor, to consent to necessary and appropriate medical and/or dental treatment and care rendered under the general or special supervision of a qualified physician, surgeon or dentist, as may be necessary for the good and welfare of my child. I hold Global Children’s Organization, its officers, members of its board, or employees harmless from any conditions or problems arising from the above.

I have carefully read this Agreement, agree to its terms, and have made a photocopy.

________________________________    _________________________________ ________

 Signature of Volunteer                               Print Name of Volunteer                                Date

________________________________    _________________________________ ________

 Signature of Guardian                                 Print Name of Guardian                               Date

________________________________   ______________________________  ____________

Signature of Guardian                                  Print Name of Guardian 

         Date

PERSON TO CONTACT IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:

NAME: ________________________________  RELATIONSHIP: ______________

Phone: ________________________________   Email: ______________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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Important Information for Accepted Applicants TC \l2 "
A deposit of $550 is due to the GCO office 14 days after notification of acceptance in the program. (Remaining $1000 due to GCO office by June 1)

Volunteer applicants accepted into the program will be responsible for making their own travel arrangements to the pre-camp meeting location. Volunteers must notify GCO of their confirmed travel itineraries. 

Cancellations must be received in writing at least one month before the start of the program.  Deposit amounts will NOT be refunded.

If GCO must cancel its programs due to circumstances beyond our control, accepted applicants will be refunded all fees except the $35 application fee. Accepted Applicants will be notified immediately should there be any changes in plans for GCO programs. 

Travel plans and expenses outside of the program are the responsibility of the individual.

Volunteers are asked to complete a post-camp evaluation.

Fundraising:   Many volunteers engage in fund-raising to raise their program and transportation fees. All applicants will be provided with a Fundraising Manual to assist them in these efforts.
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2008 - EARLY TRAVEL INFORMATION FOR GCO APPLICANTS TC \l1 "
Volunteers will meet in Sarajevo for orientation and training.

When making travel plans to the Balkans, keep in mind the following:

1. Generally, there are no direct flights from the US to Sarajevo. You will need to put together an itinerary that takes you to a major European city (London, Frankfurt, Paris, Rome, Zurich, Brussels etc) and then connects to Sarajevo. Air travel is the best options for getting to Sarajevo from major connecting cities in Europe.  However, another option is to fly into Dubrovnik or Split, large and lovely coastal towns in Croatia, and take a bus (about a 6 hour trip) to Sarajevo from either of these cities. Flights, ferries and buses have schedules that vary, depending on the day of the week, so when considering travel, check schedules carefully and verify with an agent.
d reserve lodging in advance.  Rooms in youth hostels and hotels can be difficult to find at the last minute.

2. You are responsible for making arrangements for personal travel before or after camp.

3. If accepted, you will be assigned a mentor, someone who has been to a GCO camp and is returning to camp this year.  Your mentor might know a good deal about the range of travel options, and if they do not, they will direct you to someone who can.
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